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The Rev. Karen A. Burger, Pastor 

 
 

Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

845-225-2019 (telephone) 
 845-225-2904 (fax) 

E-Mail: DREWUMC@VERIZON.NET 
Web Site: www.drewumc.org  

 
9:30 a.m. Worship & Sunday School 
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Saturday, June 12th, 7:00 p.m.    
Please join us for an inspiring evening! 

Celebrate God’s amazing love! 
Speaker: Bill Listwan   

 
REMEMBERING HAROLD CLAUDE SWANSON 

(June 3, 1908 – April 14, 2010) 
 
…. Born in Brewster, NY.  Lived most of his life in Mahopac. 
…. Baptized and became a member of Drew Church on April 15, 2007, at the age of 98. 
   Claude often declared, “That was the happiest day of my life!” 
…. Passed away just 6 weeks short of his 102nd birthday. 
 
Claude is fondly remembered by his relatives and friends as a gentle man without enemies, 
modest, kind, caring and loving.  He was always eager to share stories about his family, 
friends, his farming experiences, the local area and bygone days.  He especially enjoyed 
hearing about Freddy Swanson’s fishing ventures. 
 
To know him was to love him. 
 
In his memory, Drew Church and his family will celebrate Claude’s 102nd birthday at a special 
brunch after Church Service in Sloat Hall on Sunday, June 6th (approximately 11:00 a.m.). 
 
All are invited and encouraged to share memories of Claude. 
 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US! 
Sunday, June 6th at 11:00 a.m. 

 
The Swanson Family expresses their deepest appreciation to all who were so kind and did so 
much for Claude, and for all their kindnesses to us after his passing. 
 
God Bless You All! 

Dagmar, Fred and Families 
 
 
 
 
 

Putnam Weight Loss Challenge 
The television show "The Biggest Loser" now has a local version of the same camaraderie, friendly 
competition, healthful guidance and coaching.  It offers a very healthy approach to weight loss and goal 
maintenance.  Starting on May 3rd at 7 PM in Weyand Chapel a new program is launching another 12 week 
series.  Meetings last 1 – 1.5 hours.  This is the same challenge that Kathleen and Tracie have taken on 
successfully and now can boast improved health, energy, and collective weight loss of nearly 85 pounds.  
Kathleen's cholesterol has dropped 40 points and blood sugar is now out of pre-diabetic range.   Tracie has 
begun a regimen of reduction in blood pressure medication.  They are continuing in the challenge because it 
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works.   This isn't a game of luck as it requires commitment and effort, and the reward is good health for all 
involved.  Be careful though, Tracie and Kathleen have always been frontrunners or winners!�

If you have questions call: 
Irene (845)721-0658  or  Fedora (845) 803-0412 

or register online 
www.gotweighttolose.weightlosschallenge.com 

DREW AT 175 
 

Drew United Methodist Church is proud to celebrate its 175th anniversary of service to God and the 
community. Methodism in the Carmel area can be traced back to the late 18th century. At that time, the spiritual needs of 
the community were served by teams of clergy who traveled on the eastern side of the Hudson along a route known as 
the “Courtlandt Circuit”. Methodism began as a revitalizing movement within the Church of England, crossed the Atlantic, 
and has developed into a Protestant denomination that today is worldwide in its mission and service. 
 
Here in Carmel, a more formal organization was introduced when the Methodist Episcopal Society of Carmel was 
announced on July 15, 1834. This was immediately followed by the election of a Board of trustees. Six weeks later, a plot 
of land had been secured (along the southern portion of the land presently occupied by the present church) and it was 
announced that a 36' by 48' wooden church would be completed by early 1835. This building apparently served the 
congregation well until it was sold to James Smalley in 1864. He then moved the building and added it to his hotel. 
 
In the meantime, work had begun on a new stone church when a cornerstone was laid on August 29, 1864. The building 
was dedicated on October 10, 1865 and named in honor of Mr. Daniel Drew whose generosity enabled the church to be 
built free of debt. Shortly thereafter, additional land and a parsonage building were purchased from the daughter of patriot 
leader Enoch Crosby, Hannah Rundle.  
 
Almost from the beginning, the new church flourished. In 1868, as a result of the generosity of Drew's grandson, Daniel 
Chamberlain, the well known music program got a major start when an organ was installed. In addition, the church worked 
closely and actively with Drew Seminary for Women. A ladies aid group was formed and quickly made its presence 
felt in shaping the direction the church would take. Throughout the rest of the century, the church continued to be 
modernized. The church was electrified. It had a steam heating plant installed. Hardwood floors were added as well as a 
kitchen. 
 
Still, as with life, the prosperity and growth of the first 100 years of the church was ended by the Great Depression. 
Attendance declined and so did much needed revenue. The heating system began to wear out and leaks in the roof 
threatened the integrity of the ceiling. Worse still, the steeple started to show cracks and there was concern about the 
safety of the structure and, sadly, it would be removed shortly after WWII. But while serious problems tore at the fabric of 
the building, there were signs of an inner spiritual strength which would, in the end, prevail. Even in the darkest times, 
there were small signs of energy. Out of date hymnals were upgraded. New choir robes were purchased and the money 
was found to upgrade the heating system with a new oil burner.  
 
By the beginning of the 1940's Drew was set to send its roots even deeper into the community. A major step forward was 
taken in the field of religious education when Drew committed itself to a release time religious instruction program for 
interested students and then followed up this initiative by beginning a Vacation Bible School. Later, the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship was started. The music program was upgraded and a new organ was installed. In addition, the remarkably 
beautiful wood carvings were installed at the front of the Sanctuary. These carvings were done by the world renowned 
sculptor John George Huber and established that the Sanctuary was a work of art as well as a place of worship. With a 
newly energized Men's Club and Ladies’ Organization, there was not a day when the church was not actively engaged in 
its mission.  
 
The decade of the 1940's also saw the beginning of the pastorate of the dynamic George Weyand whose 15 year tenure 
lasted until 1960. Under his leadership, membership grew dramatically. Fellowship Hall was upgraded. Sloat Hall was 
added. A new parsonage was installed. The music program was now known throughout the area and the church even got 
into the business of putting on dramatic productions. By the time he left the pastorate the church had become a locus of 
life in the community.  
  
Today, Drew Church continues to build upon its vital past with a whole host of programs offered to the community. Its 
Thrift Shop ministry, staffed entirely by volunteers, Nursery School, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, ecumenical 
Youth Coffee House started recently in conjunction with other churches, Blessing of the Animals, Day of Service, Music 
ministry, United Methodist Men's fellowship, Healing Prayer Class, Prayer Chain, Care Team, Prayer Shawl ministry, 
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Spirit Walkers ecumenical hiking group, Drew Crew adult fellowship, luncheons and dinners, and more are testimonials to 
God at work at Drew. In addition, Drew is the sponsoring organization for Boy Scout Troop One and Cub Scout Pack One 
and hosts a number of organizations in its facility, including but not limited to two AA groups, Putnam Recreation Program 
for the Handicapped, and PARC. Drew will host a production of Godspell produced by Mission Theatre Ensemble in the 
Fall. For more information on Drew United Methodist Church, and to stay current on our programming, go to our website: 
www.drewumc.org. 

By Ed Lundberg and Rev. Karen Burger 
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Membership Committee Report - May 2010 

1. The committee's first meeting with me was held 5/13/10. 

2. The committee has sponsored and supported the Photo-Directory Project which has been ably directed 
and led by Kathleen Reynolds. The photographic sessions have been scheduled and began 5/18/10. 

3. The project to update and computerize the membership rolls has begun. The object is to make the lists 
better organized and arranged to conform to church guidelines and a variety of other uses. It should be 
noted that while Mariah Warren has been wonderful in her efforts to get programs that will 
accommodate our needs, this project is underscoring the fact that our computer support system is 
becoming outdated and will need upgrading soon. 

4. The committee has happily endorsed the Day of Service Project and has agreed to provide 
transportation to members and others in need so that they can go shopping on the Day of Service. 
Further, the committee has agreed to provide transportation to church throughout the month of 
September for those needing such help. 

5. The committee also discussed the Natural Church Development project. The discussion arose out of a 
desire to give more concrete definition to concerns over the state of membership. At this time, the 
committee felt that not enough was known about the specific program and so a definitive position was 
not possible. It should be noted that Ann Pearson, a program director, has indicated a willingness to 
come and discuss the project should we be interested. 

6. A small project to personally thank those congregation members who so freely give of themselves has 
been begun. 

7. A theme of Drew as a “Spiritual Home” is being explored. 
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8. In order to respond to the diverse ways in which our congregation communicates, we are exploring 
different methods of communication in order to improve and/or increase interaction among our 
congregation.  

 
Ed Lundberg 
Chair Membership Committee 
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A Lay Speaker’s Perspective 
 All Certified Lay Speakers receive emails from the District Leader of Certified Lay Speaking in regards to churches that 
need someone to lead the service.  These are on a “first to reply, first to serve” basis. This could be coverage for a pastor 
who is on a much needed vacation or for some of our smaller congregations that do not have a pastor. 
Throughout the last several years I have answered the emails and have lead worship in several churches: Lake Mahopac, 
South Highlands (Garrison UMC), Cold Spring, Rowe United Methodist Parish, and Dover Plains. It is a wonderful 
experience to worship with other churches and I feel rewarded as I leave the church. I am also looking forward to 
returning to my beloved Drew Church the following Sunday. 
 As I leave the smaller congregations, it makes me wonder how it was, when the Methodist Circuit Riders would ride 
from town to town to preach and serve these Methodist Societies. These Methodist Societies started small, either meeting 
in peoples’ homes or outside under a favorite tree. As I introduce myself before I lead Worship, I always remind the 
smaller congregations that our Methodist Societies from our Methodist roots were small in number, but the quality of the 
congregation was great. It warms the congregation's hearts and it brings a smile to their faces.   The congregants of these 
smaller churches are truly devoted and dedicated, they keep their church going. 
 On Sunday, April 11th I had the privilege to lead worship at Dover Plains. This is a church that Kathleen Reynolds 
has on several occasions led worship in, and she knows this congregation very well. During announcements and Joys 
and Concerns, the announcement was made in regards to the church’s Lenten Challenge. This congregation during Lent 
had a mission to supply tooth brushes and tooth paste for the people of Haiti. I was moved to hear that, though they may 
be small in numbers, the congregation is reaching outside its four walls in any way they can to make an impact. All the 
churches I have led worship in have their outside missions. They all pay their apportionments, which help with many of the 
Church's worldwide and local missions etc., and have their own local projects, like food pantry collections, clothing 
collections, and such. I hate to see smaller churches go away. I feel there is a need for both these smaller churches 
and for the larger churches.  I would love to see a day that these small churches grow in numbers and serve with 
greatness. If a church goes away, that is another beacon of light which is put out in this world.  It sends the wrong 
message to the community, and is one less person that could have been saved. I try to support these churches by 
attending some of their, events/dinners, and by giving to the church’s ongoing mission projects. I would love to see larger 
congregations supporting other smaller congregations during an event. This past Good Friday our church held a beautiful 
concert, for which we invited others to join in and/or attend. Believe me, the Church was full; I know because I ushered. It 
was uplifting to see so many people in the pews. Imagine what a smaller church would feel if they had the same support 
during one of their events.  Just think how motivating it would be for them and how it would quickly uplift their spirits to 
know that we all support the mission of God's Church. 
 This is just a thought which I have had, and feel compelled to share with you all. 
  
God bless 
  
Bill Listwan 

 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 
The committee met on April 19th.  We reviewed the responses from church members relating to the SPR 
Committee Evaluation and Conversation Guide sent to us by the Conference.  All responses, positive or 
negative, were shared with Reverend Karen in individual meetings with the committee chairperson and in the 
follow up meeting on April 19th. 
 
We are developing an action plan based on the suggestions of Reverend Karen, members of SPR and members 
of the congregation.  The purpose of this plan will include improving communication within the church, the 
organizational structure of the church, the encouragement of more participation of present church members and 
the recruitment of new church members.  Part of this plan development will include the evaluation of the roles 
of all staff members as well as all committees. 
 
We are hopeful that this effort will help our church to move forward together in faith and harmony.   
–Jim MacDonald, Chair 
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“GREENING” THE CHURCH THROUGH RECYCLING 

We would like to recycle as many waste products as we can to protect the environment.  Please remember the 
following: 

1.  Our recycling center will only  accept numbers 1 or 2  plastics .  All other plastics should be thrown in the 
garbage.  Numbers 1 or 2 plastics should be placed in the recycling bins in the kitchen or the bin outside the 

kitchen door. 
2.  Corrugated cardboard (cardboard with lines in it) is recyclable and should also be placed in one of 

the above mentioned bins. 
3.  All office paper printed or not is recyclable and there are boxes in the narthex and the church office where 

you can deposit paper. 
Thank you for your help.    -Jim MacDonald 
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We’ll be holding a lawn sale on June 19th and would welcome extra help and donations of gently used 
items for this sale. Please consider joining us bright and early that Saturday morning, beginning at about 7:00, 
to set up tables and tents for the sale.  We also will need extra help at about 2:30 in the afternoon to clean up, 
and salespeople all through the day.  Please let a Thrift Shop Board member know if you are able to lend a hand 
for some part of the day. As usual, we plan to have a plant table, so we encourage you to take this opportunity to 
do some thinning of your perennial beds and bring your surplus plants in pots to add to our plant sale. Our lawn 
sales are lots of fun and quite beneficial to the church, which will receive all the proceeds from the sale.  

 
In the meantime, the Thrift Shop shopping season is well underway.  Please continue to support this 

important ministry of our church through your donations of good used clothing and household goods, your time 
and your patronage.  
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Drew’s Day of Service  
Saturday September 11, 2010  

 
“Serving God by Serving Others ” 

Is the slogan we picked for the T-Shirts for the Day of Service.  Pricing and ordering information on 
the shirts will follow. 
 
Thank you to all the Committees and Boards that have picked and submitted their service projects. In 
the weeks to come you will be hearing announcements as we start to ask our Church Family to get 
involved and volunteer for any of the service projects as they feel called to serve.   We would love to 
see the entire church (children too!) involved in one of the service projects on this day.  This will be a 
day of reaching out and serving and greeting. It will be a day where we will make some smile and 
even have a conversation with, in regards to what we are doing… and some might even be touched 
in a special way. Two sign-up sheets will be posted in the Church Building so you can sign up to 
serve.  You may even ask your friends and neighbors to get involved if they so wish. 
 
This will truly be a day that Drew United Methodist Church will go forth and serve, as this Church has 
for 175 years. 
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United Methodist Men  
The mission of the General Commission on United Methodist Men, and the local Church Men’s Group, is to assist men to 
know Jesus Christ, to serve Him, to grow spiritually and seek daily to do his will.  

Welcome to our 2010 officers: John Parish, President; Alan Lounsbury, Program Chairperson; Charles Shaffer, Treasurer; 
and Russ Fleming, Secretary. 
 
The Drew United Methodist Church Men’s Group meets every third Sunday of the month at 7:15 am in the gym for 
devotions, breakfast, study, fellowship, and programs. This month, join us on June 20th.   

The first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 am, all men are invited to gather for breakfast, fellowship, and a short 
devotion at George’s Place Restaurant (up the street from the church on Gleneida Avenue). This is a diverse and 

ecumenical group of men from many churches around the Hudson Valley. This monthly event was started many years 
ago by Les White, and it continues to draw people in from many of our surrounding communities and churches. 
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July 26-30, 2010- Drew United Methodist Church 

 
Child’s Name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________ 
              
               _______________________________________________ 
  
Phone:    _______________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone:  ____________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:  _________________________________________ 
 
Age Information 
 Date of Birth:  _______________________ Age:  ___________________ 
 
 Last school grade completed:  _________________ 
 
Home Church:  _____________________________________ 
 
Allergies/Medical Information/Other 
 
 
 
Emergency Contacts 
 Name_______________________ Phone:  _______________________________ 
 
 Name:  ______________________ Phone:  ______________________________ 
 
Dismissal Information 
Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS (ID may be required) 
 
 
Other Information (church use only) 
 
Cadet group _______________________________________________________________ 

�
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June 26- July 26-30, 2010 

From 9am to 12pm 
@ Drew United Methodist Church 

 
Name: ____________________________________________      
 
Phone: ____________________________________________     
 
Cell Phone:  _______________________________________     
 
E-mail Address:  ____________________________________     
 
Please check ALL that apply: 
 

Before Galactic Blast: 
 
___ Help with Pre-registration 
___Create decorations 
___Provide supplies 
___ Prepare craft packets 
___Make phone calls, if needed 
 
During Galactic Blast: 
 
___Help with Childcare 
___Take photos 
___Be a registrar 
___Set up rooms each day 
___Help with classes 
 

If you will be providing guidance and leadership to the children during VBS, would you be willing to submit to 
a background check?  ___yes   ___no 
 

Please place this form in the offering plate or return to the church office or  
see Ann Reilly or Karen MacKenzie. 

Thank you for helping! 
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Finance Committee Report -2010 - YTD 
  2010 

Actual 
2010 
Plan 

 

Actual 
vs. Plan 

Income:  
Pledges/Offerings/Gifts 35,149 35,120 29 

Thrift Shop 6,800 4,000 2,800 
Use of Facilities 10,213 7,330 2,883 

Other 13,304 7,481 5,823 
Total Income 65,466 53,931 

 
$11,535 

Expense: 
Administration 36,425 38,211 (1,786) 

Christian Education 968 1,340 (372) 
Operating Expenses 13,920 12,820 1,100 
Program & Worship 1,350 704 646 

Maintenance & Repair 16,282 17,493 (1,211) 
Evangelism 435 230 205 

Apportionments 0 1,500 (1,500) 
2009 Apportionments 9,516 0 9,516 

Total Expense 78,896 72,298 
 

$6,598 

    Net Income (Loss) ($13,430) ($18,367) 
  

 Budget Gap to-date ($13,430) 

 

$2598 available on April 30, due to early deposit of $3000 investment 
income 

$3000 donation made by the Thrift Shop on 5/2 allowed for all current 
and slightly past due bills to be paid 

May is projected to be a deficit month by $3100 
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Congratulations to Our Graduates!  
 
College 

·  Joe DeProssino graduated from Mercy College with a Master’s degree in Education and 
received his NY State teaching certification in Adolescent Education (grades 7-12) Math and 
Special Education. 

·  Natalie Fleming graduated from Drew University in January with a Bachelor’s degree in Art 
History.  She walked with her class on May 15th. 

·  Carrie Elizabeth MacKenzie graduated from the University of Albany on May 15th. 
·  Chris Ryder graduated from Johns Hopkins University, with honors, on May 27th, and is headed 

off to law school. 
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High School 
·  Cory Brent will graduate from Mahopac High School on June 24th.  He has been accepted into 

the Music Composition program at SUNY Purchase. 
·  Tom Doyle will graduate from Carmel High School on June 24th. He will be attending SUNY 

Delhi for an Associate’s degree in Construction Electricity, followed by a Bachelor’s degree in 
Construction Site Management. 

·  Maggie Fleming will graduate from Carmel High School on June 24th.  She will be attending 
Cornell University with plans to study environmental engineering. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU , ANNIVERSARY , TOO- 

WE CELEBRATE WITH YOU AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU , TOO! 
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·  Jennifer Gibbens, for donating the Christian flower pots in honor of Alisa’s baptism, and to Kerry 

Browne, for filling them with soil, and to Kerry and Brent & Travis Gerber, for handing them out. 
·  Kathleen Reynolds, for coordinating our church photo directory production, and to Danielle Marchand, 

Stacey DeProssino, Heather Listwan and the Membership Committee for their help, as well as Robin 
Lounsbury, Doris Stauch, and Dagmar Swanson, who helped at the registration table. Directories will be 
available soon!  Please call the office if you missed the photo shoot and want to submit a photo. 

·  Corina Waldrup and the Trustees, for coordinating a Spaghetti Dinner on May 22nd.  $500 was raised 
toward a new kitchen floor. 

·  Nancy MacAlley, for speaking at the May Saturday Service, and to Brian MacAlley for making the 
beautiful copies of her message. 

·  Joe Duke and Kerry Browne, for mowing on the property, and to those who have volunteered for the 
month of June. 
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·  The Ryder family, upon the passing of George Daros. 
·  Jim Turco, upon the passing of his father, George Salvatore Turco. 
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Tribute gifts may be given at any time in honor of someone, or of an occasion such as an anniversary or birthday, etc. 

Forms are available in the church office and in each edition of The Bell. 
“Love never ends…” (1 Corinthians 13:8) 
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Drew United Methodist Church 
Carmel, New York 10512 

June 2010 
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Tribute gifts are an excellent way to acknowledge special 
occasions in the lives of loved ones and friends.  Instead of 
presents, Tribute Gifts can be given to celebrate birthdays, 
holidays, graduations, anniversaries or any other significant 
life event, such as Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and 
Confirmation. 
 
Tribute gifts are a very special way to honor the memory of 
a deceased friend, relative or colleague while conveying 
your sympathy to the family on the loss of their loved one. 
 
Contributing to Drew United Methodist Church in 
someone’s name is a living gift  that continues to give 
through the ongoing ministries of Drew Church. 
 
Simply fill out the Tribute Gift form and send your donation 
(in any amount) payable to Drew United Methodist Church 
to:  Drew UMC 
   PO Box 900 
   Carmel, NY 10512 

 
An acknowledgement of your Tribute Gift will be sent to the 
person or family you have designated.  You will receive a 
personal acknowledgement for your tax-deductible gift and 
your name will be listed in The Bell, our church newsletter. 

Thank you! 
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Date:      

 
Enclosed is my donation of: $       
 
Name:                       
 

Address:                      
 

City/State/Zip:                    
 

Telephone/E-mail:                   
                        
 

In Honor of:                     
 

In Memory of:                    
 

�  Birthday   �  Anniversary �  New Baby  �  Baptism 
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�  Confirmation �  Graduation  �  Easter   �  Christmas 
�  Thanksgiving �  Mother’s Day �  Father’s Day �  Speedy    
�  Other:                         Recovery 
 

Please send an acknowledgement to: 
 

Name:                       
 

Address:                      
 

City/State/Zip:                    
 

The following personal note from you will be enclosed (optional):   
 
                        
 
                        
 
                        
 
                        


